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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 299493 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CPR-01 SSC-01 PM-05 SP-02 
SS-15 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 PRS-01 
SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 /056 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:RBAKER:AB 
APPROVED BY AF/E:RPOST 
EUR/CE: S KLIN GAMAN (SUBS) 

061644 152114Z/64 

O 152050Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 299493 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, UG, GW, US 

SUBJECT: UGANDA: TITLES TO BE USED IN ADDRESSING AMIN 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES FRG REQUEST FOR OUR VIEWS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. DEPARTMENT WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTIONS TO FRG EMBASSY 
EMPLOYING ONLY "LIFE PRESIDENT" DESIGNATION FOR AMIN. 

DEPARTMENT SEES NO OCCASION IN FORESEEABLE FUTURE WHEN WE 
WOULD WISH TO TAKE INITIATIVE TO SEND CEREMONIAL OR 
PROTOCOLARY MESSAGES TO AMIN WHERE QUESTION OF TITLE MIGHT 
BE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION. AS FRG IS AWARE, IN ONLY 
SUBSTANTIVE MESSAGE FROM US TO AMIN IN RECENT PERIOD (PRESI- 
DENTIAL MESSAGE AT TIME OF FEB-MARCH EVENTS INVOLVING 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY) WE AVOIDED USE OF TITLES AND IN 
ADDITION OMITTED USUAL COURTESY CLOSING ("ACCEPT, 

EXCELLENCY, ...") DUE TO OUR VIEW THAT SUCH TERMINOLOGY 

EVEN THOUGH FORMALISTIC WAS INAPPROPRIATE IN VIEW OF STATUS 
OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH AMIN. WE WOULD BE LIKELY TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 299493 

CONTINUE THIS PRACTICE IN ANY NECESSARY COMMUNICATIONS IN 
FUTURE. IN THIS CONTEXT, WE DOUBT THAT FORM OF ADDRESS 
USED FOR AMIN WOULD BE DETERMINING INFLUENCE ON UGANDAN 
REACTION TO SUCH MESSAGES. 

2. WE NEVERTHELESS UNDERSTAND THAT RANGE OF FRG COMMUNICA- 
TIONS WITH AMIN IS GREATER THAN OUR OWN. THE ABOVE IS NOT 
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INTENDED TO CONSTITUTE RECOMMENDATION OR EVEN EXPRESSION OF 

USG PREFERENCE AS TO FRG'S OWN DECISION IN THIS MATTER. 

CHRISTOPHER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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